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We are called to strengthen our faith and sent to continue the 
ministry of Jesus Christ by service and witness in the world.

Greetings, my dear Missionaries,

To God be the glory for the great things He has done! As we enter the month of February, we joyfully 
celebrate Black History Month—a sacred time to reflect on our rich heritage, enduring faith, and powerful 
legacy as women of God and members of the Women’s Missionary Society. Our history is a testament to 
resilience, service, and unwavering commitment to Christ and His Church.

I am incredibly proud to share that nearly 40 missionaries, presiding elders and pastors traveled together to 
Baltimore for the Connectional WMS Executive Board Meeting. What a marvelous experience it was! We 
were inspired by impactful reports, empowered through learning labs, enlightened by discussions on Black 
women leading in politics, and renewed through meaningful worship. Truly, it was a blessing to gather, learn, 
and grow together.

The Ninth Episcopal District remains busy and blessed! We convened our first in-person session of the DYM 
Leadership Institute in Montgomery on Saturday, February 7, 2026. This was an exciting and meaningful 
ministry experience, and I am so proud of the vision and commitment behind this work. We have over 30 
strong in this inaugural class! 

Additionally, our Episcopal District YPD Leadership Training Institute will take place on Saturday, February 
28, 2026, at Gaines Chapel AME Church in Phenix City. Registration is available online, and I am eagerly 
looking forward to meeting our phenomenal young people there. We are prayerfully planning and preparing 
to receive them with excellence. Please note that our Episcopal District YPD T-shirts will be available for 
purchase, along with the first selection for our Ninth District Young Readers Book Club, “Sassy Meets the 
AME Church” by B. A. Johnson, a member of St. John AME Church in Huntsville. Each item is $20.00.

As we continue to move missions forward, be encouraged—there is a place for each of you in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and in the Women’s Missionary Society. Our rich history reminds us that our 
future is bright when we remain committed to seeking and becoming more like Christ.

With love and gratitude,

Your Supervisor of Missions

http://www.9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org


Dear Sisters of the Women’s Missionary Society, 

We thank God for each of you and for the continued faithfulness to the Women’s Missionary Society as we move forward 
in love, service, and advocacy.

As we enter the month of February, we are mindful that this is Heart Health Month. We encourage everyone to take care 
of the bodies God has blessed us with, schedule those checkups, make healthy choices, and support one another in living 
well so we can continue to serve effectively.

We also want to lift up our young people! Please make plans to register and support the YPD LTI taking place on 
February 28, 2026, at Gaines Chapel AMEC in Phenix City. Let us show up strong and encourage leadership 
development, learning, and spiritual growth among our youth.

I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to extend sincere gratitude to the Deana Young McAllister Leadership 
Institute for their phenomenal first session. The excellence, preparation, and commitment demonstrated truly set the tone 
for impactful leadership development, and we are grateful for the vision and dedication poured into this important work.

Additionally, the Women’s Missionary Society calls on everyone to register and attend Advocacy Day at the Capitol on 
March 5, 2026. This is a powerful opportunity for us to raise our voices for justice and equity, as we advocate specifically 
for Alzheimer’s disease awareness, research, funding, and support for caregivers and families. We also strongly encourage 
each member to send the letter included in this newsletter to your legislator, which addresses Alzheimer’s disease 
advocacy, as an important step in ensuring our voices are heard. Please wear purple as we stand united in faith and 
action.

Let us continue to pray, participate, and press forward together, serving Christ, empowering our communities, and 
strengthening our church.

Yours in Mission and Service, 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Sherryl Whiting

Sherryl Whiting, Episcopal WMS President
“The Work Is All Divine”

Always Moving forward with Excellence!
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Highlights from the Connectional Executive  Board Meeting 
Baltimore, Maryland          January 28-31,2026

Look at ALABAMA!
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Highlights Continued
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Highlights Continued

Look at ALABAMA!
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Highlights Continued

Look at ALABAMA!
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To order, go to 9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org click on the green banner at the top.   
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your                       

Conference President or Sherryl Whiting 334-796-0154.

Many of you are still saying that you want to order the 
Sweater, Cardigan, 9th District Ensemble & Royal 
Blue Dress.  These items will be a part of our Quadrennial 
Attire.  If you plan to attend Quadrennial or just want the 
items, the final deadline to place your order is  

February 14, 2026.

http://9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org
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Please go to the link above to register! 
Let’s meet our Legislators and advocate for Alzheimers. 

Prior to our going, we want to send letters to let them know 
we are on our way.  Please print the letter on the next page 

and send before March 5th or you can bring it with you! 
WEAR PURPLE!
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To Register go to https://form.jotform.com/9thedwms/registration-form
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9th Episcopal District Leadership Training Institute
AGENDA 

February 28, 2026
Gaines Chapel AME Church

911 Dillingham St, Phenix City, AL 36867
(334) 408-1212

 

Theme: “Unlocked: Surrendered to Rise”

Scripture: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice holy, acceptable unto God, … and be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”                
Romans 12:1–2 (KJV)
 

9:00 AM – 10:00AM Registration & Continental Breakfast

10:00 AM - Praise & Worship

10:20 AM – Monique Gonzalez Memorial Service

10:30 AM – Greetings
 
10:40 AM – Breakout Sessions (2hrs) (11:40 – 12:10 Break – Restroom & Snack Break
 
10:50 AM - Business Session: (YPD President Jamia Eaves) 
 
12:20 – 1:20 – Observers/ Laity Workshop 
 
12:20 AM – Break Out Session (Self-Denial Focus)

-              Musical Expression 
-              Literary Expression
-              Visual Art Expression 
-              YPD Cares Community Service Project 
-              Financial Workshop (Region Bank) – Tentative
-              AI Artificial Intelligence (Executive Board)

 

1:20 p.m. – Break / Snacks

2:10 PM – Reconvene to General Body

3:00 PM – Lunch to Go!!

 

tel:3344081212
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February  
Birthday 
Wishes!

Please keep ALL of our  
SICK and SHUT-IN  

as well as our 
BEREAVED FAMILIES 

in your prayers!
🙏 🙏 🙏


