
MISSIONS FORWARD
The Official Newsletter of the 9th Episcopal District WMS

Ms. Sherryl Stovall Whiting, Episcopal President 
Mrs. Deana Young McAllister, Episcopal Supervisor 

Bishop Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Presiding Prelate 

March  2026

www.9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org

We are called to strengthen our faith and sent to continue the 
ministry of Jesus Christ by service and witness in the world.

Greetings Women’s Missionary Sisters,

First, I extend my heartfelt thanks to all of the participants, workers, and young people who 
helped make our Episcopal Leadership Training Institute at Gaines Chapel and Nichols 
Chapel  AME Churches in Phenix City on February 28th such a tremendous success. 
With nearly 600 people in attendance, we experienced a marvelous time of learning, 
fellowship, and spiritual growth. As the Psalmist declares, “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1).

Under the outstanding leadership of our Episcopal YPD Director, Mrs. Deborah Weatherspoon, the YPD Episcopal Executive Board 
independently conducted their Business Meeting. Additionally, YPD’ers between the ages of 2–26 participated in Self-Denial 
Expression Workshops, led by our conference YPD Directors, in preparation for full participation at both the Episcopal and 
Connectional levels this spring. It is a blessing to witness our young people growing in faith, leadership, and service as they 
remember the words of 1 Timothy 4:12: “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.” Thank you to Rev. and Mrs. McCleod, Pastor and First Lady of Gaines Chapel along with Mrs. Dorothy Nesbitt, 
local WMS President and Mrs. June Horne, local YPD Director. Also, thank you Rev. Wendell Jones and Ms. Angela Jones for the 
overflow and organizing of your church for learning support!

We were also blessed by a thought-provoking presentation from Rev. Virgil Woods on the topic of technology and its impact on 
worship, with wonderful engagement from our young people. With his guidance and the support of our Executive Board, a host 
welcome video for the upcoming Connectional LTI in Montgomery has been created. It is truly marvelous and reflects the creativity 
and dedication of our youth and leadership.

Please note that at our upcoming Mid-Year Meeting we will have Episcopal YPD shirts available, along with our selected Ninth District 
Youth Book Club selection, “Sassy Discovers the AME Church”. In addition, the YPD Cardigan Sweater will be available through the 
WMS store. These resources help us continue strengthening the identity, learning, and mission of our youth.

We are grateful for the 14 women who joined us at the State Capitol to advocate for continued legislative support for Alzheimer’s 
research, care, and funding. Wearing purple—the color of awareness—we stood proudly representing the Ninth District and our 
continued commitment to community advocacy and compassionate service. As we are reminded in Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Lastly, I look forward to greeting the DEYM Leadership Institute participants this coming Saturday in Montgomery, Alabama at St. 
John’s A.M.E. Church. This will be our second in-person session, and I am pleased to report that my reading homework is complete! I 
am excited for our discussion of the book “Jesus CEO” as we continue growing as servant leaders. My sincere thanks to Mrs. Hattie 
Nathan, Mrs. Susie Bonner, and the entire steering committee for their excellent planning and implementation of the curriculum. We 
are truly learning together.

Let us continue pressing forward in faith and mission. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in Galatians 6:9, “Let us not grow weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Indeed, we are growing and shining brightly for the Kingdom of God.

Blessings,

Supervisor

http://www.9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org


Grace and peace to the remarkable women of the 9th Episcopal District Women’s Missionary Society, 

During this special season of Women’s Health Month, we pause to celebrate not only your dedication to 
ministry, but also the strength, wisdom, and care you bring to your families, churches, and communities. 
As women who live by the guiding principle of God First, Missions Forward, Love Unconditionally, your 
commitment to faith and service continues to uplift and inspire generations. 

Women’s Health Month reminds us that caring for our bodies is an important part of honoring the life and 
purpose God has given us. As women of faith, you have long understood the value of nurturing not only 
the spiritual well-being of others, but also the physical and emotional wellness of the women around you. 
Through encouragement, education, and compassionate outreach, you truly move missions forward, 
helping others live fuller and healthier lives. 

The Women’s Missionary Society of the 9th Episcopal District has always stood as a beacon of service 
and sisterhood. With God first as your foundation, your dedication to ministry extends far beyond the 
walls of the church, touching communities through prayer, advocacy, and acts of love that reflect Christ. 

Today we celebrate you—the caregivers, the leaders, the prayer warriors, and the difference makers. Your 
ability to love unconditionally strengthens families, empowers communities, and demonstrates the heart 
of true Christian service. May this month remind each of you to care for yourselves as faithfully as you 
care for others. 

Thank you for your unwavering faith, your tireless service, and your commitment to uplifting others 
everywhere. May God continue to bless the women of the 9th Episcopal District Women’s Missionary 
Society with strength, wellness, and renewed purpose as you move forward in faith and fellowship. 

Yours in Mission and Service, 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Sherryl Whiting

Sherryl Whiting, Episcopal WMS President
“The Work Is All Divine”

Always Moving forward with Excellence!
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Young People’s and Children’s Division
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To order, go to 9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org click on the green banner at the top.   
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your                       

Conference President or Sherryl Whiting 334-796-0154.

New items: YPD t-shirt & Sweater

http://9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org
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Please submit the email acknowledgment to Ebony Moore: 

1stvp9@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support!

mailto:1stvp9@gmail.com
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The application can be found:  9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org under Resources, Links & Forms, Handy Simmons Scholarship Application 
Once completed, submit to Mary Wells-Porter via email at mwp1200@gmail.com

http://9thepiscopaldistrictwms.org
mailto:mwp1200@gmail.com
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Mary Wells-Porter via email at mwp1200@gmail.com

mailto:mwp1200@gmail.com
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Mary Wells-Porter via email at mwp1200@gmail.com 
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The Lesson in on the next 3 pages!
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Additional information to follow!
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CONFERENCE INSTITUTES 

April 4th   
Northeast 

Nichols Chapel, Phenix City 

April 11th  
Alabama River Region 

Murdock Chapel, Pike Road 

April 18th  
Northwest 

St. Mark, Tuscaloosa 

May 16th  
Southeast 

Parks Chapel, Dothan 

May 30th 
Southwest 

St. John, Kushla

CONFERENCE HAPPENINGS!



MISSIONS FORWARD | 20

March  
Birthday 
Wishes!

Please keep ALL of our  
SICK and SHUT-IN  

as well as our 
BEREAVED FAMILIES 

in your prayers!
🙏 🙏 🙏


